
MOUNTAIN 
ROMANCE

The mountain is calling and the two of you have to go! Lush 
forests, emerald green moss, secluded cabins, and winding 
pathways - romantic getaways are a specialty of the Mount Rainier 
area, whether you just need a weekend away or if you’re getting 
up the courage to pop the big question! Romance abounds in this 
neck of the woods and your sweetheart is going to love it! 



Day One:
Early evening arrival at your hotel, motel, cabin, or lodge – stay-in and 
enjoy a roaring fireplace or bubbling hot tub. There are over 50 lodging 
options in the Mount Rainier area.
Rainier Tip: If you stay in the Crystal Mountain area, you’ll have the best access (aka shortest drive 
time), to the suggested attractions.
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https://visitrainier.com/lodging/
https://visitrainier.com/lodging/


Day T wo:
Stop # 1: Seattle Ballooning 
Nothing says romance like a hot air balloon ride at sunrise, with majestic 
Mount Rainier as your backdrop. If you only take one hot air balloon ride 
in your life – take this one – it’s magical. Experience floating silently above 
lakes, forests, and beautiful farmland at a height of 3,000 to 5,000 feet, 
while viewing the Cascade and Olympic Mountains. After landing you’ll be 
taken back to your starting point by the crew. Although this activity starts 
super early there’s something really special about seeing the sunrise from 
this elevation – it’s totally worth it! Shared flights (maximum 4 people), start 
at $295.00 per person, private flights at $1,400. Summer flights start VERY 
early, so be on time to insure the perfect viewing moment!
Rainier Tip: Until the WA State is moved to stage four, no food or drink will be provided by the 
balloon company. Best to bring a granola bar or two for the drive to this adventure.

Suggested Total Time for Balloon Experience: 2.5 hours, (not including drive time to location)
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DIRECTIONS: From 
the Crystal Mountain 
area; drive west on 
Hwy. 410, then in 
Enumclaw join Hwy. 164 
/ West Griffin Avenue 
towards Porter Street. 
Your destination is the 
Muckleshoot Casino 
for balloon boarding. 
Drive time from the 
Crystal Mountain area 
is approx. 1.5 hours, 
from Enumclaw a quick 
25-minute drive. Plan 
accordingly to insure a 
timely arrival.

https://visitrainier.com/hot-air-balloon-rides/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2402+Auburn+Way+S,+Auburn,+WA+98002/@47.291025,-122.1973754,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x5490f7cbfde4c6f5:0xd4251f51c157955!8m2!3d47.291025!4d-122.1951867


Stop # 2: Breakfast at Charlies
Open at 7am, this may not be your idea 
of romantic, but you’ll be in love with the 
hearty breakfasts these folks serve up. 
Menu items like the Cowpie, Manwich 
and stick to your ribs Chicken Fried Steak 
and Eggs will boost your energy for your 
adventures to come today! 
Suggested Time at Charlies: 1 Hour

DIRECTIONS: Retrace 
your steps back to 
Enumclaw on Hwy. 164, 
then follow Porter Street. 
Take a left onto Monroe 
and another left onto 
Roosevelt / Hwy. 410 and 
continue heading east. 
The restaurant will be 
on your right just before 
you exit town.
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https://www.facebook.com/CharliesCafeEnumclaw/


Stop # 3: Historic Downtown Enumclaw  
Enumclaw is a rural community loaded with history, interesting shops and 
sights guaranteed to surprise you.  Take a historic self- guided walking tour 
through town viewing markers and statues that highlight Enumclaw’s rich 
logging heritage while you wait for shops to open. Grab a cup of “Joe” 
and wander through the town’s quaint shops for that perfect item to create 
memories for years to follow.  Visit the Thunder Dome Car Museum, a 
premier car museum with treasures like Shelby Mustangs and Corvettes. 
Then enjoy lunch at one of many incredible 
downtown restaurants like the Historic Mint 
Restaurant or the Rainier Bar and Grill.
Suggested Time in Town:  4 Hours 
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https://visitenumclaw.com/
https://www.thunderdomecarmuseum.org/
https://www.thehistoricmint.com/
https://www.thehistoricmint.com/
https://www.rainierbarandgrill.com/


Stop # 4: Echo River Ranch
Let your romantic side come to life on the 
trail!  A specialty romance ride is designed 
with love in mind!  Items are left on the trail 
for your intended rider to find along the 
way.  How does this occur you ask? Well, 
the folks at Echo River Ranch are cupid 
in disguise.  Suggested items are things 
like a dozen roses with hand written notes 
attached hung individually along the trail 
or small gifts, even a bottle of champagne!  
You create the theme and your guide will 
see to it that romance is in the air.    
Rainier Tip:  This service is a small additional fee of 
$10.00 if you provide the gifts, additional fees will 
apply if you require the guide to purchase the items in 
advance.  Might be worth a quick trip to Enumclaw to 
drop off the items of your choice in advance. 

Suggested Ride Times:  1 to 2-hour rides are available
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DIRECTIONS: Head 
east on Hwy 410 and 
just before you get back 
to Charlie’s Restaurant, 
turn left onto Farman 
Road/284th, go about 
five miles and road will 
twist and become Veazie-
Cumberland Road, just 
past Nolte State Park 
(on left) turn right onto 
304th Ave SE for one 
half mile, pavement will 
become gravel (private 
drive way) and the ranch 
is the second home on 
the right.

http://www.echoriverranch.com/
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Stop # 5: Hike Pinnacle Peak Loop Trail  
Enjoy hiking the short 1.8-mile loop trail to 
Pinnacle Peak, a former volcanic cinder-cone 
that stands 1000 feet above the Enumclaw 
valley floor.   
Rainier Tip:  Views are best seen along the trail prior to 
the summit as the top portion of the cone has substantial 
overgrowth that prevents clear views from the top.

Suggested Time for Dinner:  1.5 hours

DIRECTIONS: Pinnacle 
Peak is one mile south of 
Enumclaw. From Veazie-
Cumberland Road, head 
south on 284th Avenue SE 
and then west on SE 472nd 
Street. The Cal Magnusson 
trailhead is at the corner 
of 276th Avenue SE and SE 
472nd Street.

https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/mount-peak-pinnacle-peak
https://visitenumclaw.com/


Stop # 6: Il Siciliano Ristorante Italiano 
Enjoy dinner at this family owned and operated Italian 
restaurant.  Classic Italian fare including wood fired pizza, 
Seafood Cioppino, Osso Buco, and Spaghetti alla Carbonara 
are just a few temptations available.
Suggested Time for Dinner:  2 Hours

Return to your lodging establishment overnight.
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https://www.ilsicilianoristoranteitaliano.com/menu
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Day Three:
Stop # 1: Federation Forest
This park has 574 acres some along the scenic White River 
and boasts 12 miles of easy walking trails.  Old growth 
trees – some over 1000 years old are found here along with 
many types of water birds.  This is a peaceful and relaxing 
experience that offers an interpretive center and restrooms.
Rainier Tip:  The interpretive center is seasonal,  
check their website for operating months.

Suggested Time at Forest: Dependent upon  
how much hiking is done – 2 hours to 6 hours

Breakfast at your hotel, motel, cabin, or lodge – then depart for 
day three.  As you will be returning later in the evening tonight – 
you may want to consider spending your final night in the Crystal 
Mountain area.  Crystal Mountain Lodging Options are here.

https://parks.state.wa.us/DocumentCenter/View/853/Federation-Forest-State-Park-PDF?bidId=
https://visitrainier.com/stay/lodging-regions/crystal-lodging/


Stop # 2: Wapati Woolies Outdoor Shop
This local shop has a great selection of delicious baked 
goods, local honey, amazing huckleberry shakes and ice 
cream – as well as an espresso stand.  The shop offers 
a wide variety of clothing geared for the outdoors also 
in case you need an extra hat, pair of gloves of even 
ski pants – they have it all!  Be sure to grab some extra 
snacks for your mountain adventures today.
Rainier Tip: Greenwater takes speeding seriously, so as soon as you see 
the reduced speed sign, reduce your speed – State Troopers frequently 
set up shop here to help with speed enforcement.

Suggested Time at the Store:  30 Minutes

DIRECTIONS: 
Head East on 410 
from Federation 
Forest and drive 
two minutes to the 
quaint little village of 
Greenwater.  After 
you cross the bridge 
look for the shop – it 
will be on your right.
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https://www.wapitioutdoors.com/
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Stop # 3: Crystal Mountain 
In the summer months, Washington State’s premier ski resort, is a haven 
of mountain top warm weather activities that highlight stunning views of 
Mount Rainier and the surrounding peaks.  Take a romantic gondola ride 
to the Summit House for lunch at 6,872 feet - with a view.  After lunch, 
try your hand at the 27-hole Disc Golf Summit Course, or hike 
down the mountain to your vehicle. 
Rainier Tip:  Bring water, snacks, and warm clothing for unpredictable mountain weather.

Suggested Time at Crystal Mountain:  4.5 Hours

DIRECTIONS: Continue 
on Hwy 410 E for 14 miles, 
then turn left onto Crystal 
Mountain Boulevard and 
drive another 7 miles to 
the resort.

https://www.crystalmountainresort.com/
https://www.crystalmountainresort.com/things-to-do/dining/summit-house-restaurant
https://www.crystalmountainresort.com/things-to-do/activities/disc-golf


Stop # 3: Sunrise Day Lodge 
Stroll through exhibits at the Sunrise Visitor’s Center and then hike one of many trails 
available from this location.  Consider the 8-mile Sourdough Ridge Trail that is  
rated as an easy hike, but note that the trail has an elevation gain of 1,000 feet.  You 
can always hike part of the way and come back down if time is limited.
Suggested Time in Town:  4 Hours 

After your hike, grab some snacks and drinks at the Day Lodge and break out your 
lawn chairs or blanket for a parking lot stargazing adventure. Depending on which 
month you’re visiting, the sun can set anywhere from 8pm to 10pm, so plan accordingly 
and get ready for an amazing experience.  Headlamps are helpful, however use only 
when absolutely needed as it will reduce your night vision substantially.
Rainier Tip:  As summer offers gorgeous wildflower displays, setting up for stargazing is NOT ALLOWED in the 
surrounding meadows as it will damage the wildflowers.  
Suggested Time in Longmire:  4 to 6 Hours
Return to your lodging establishment overnight.

VISIT R AINIER |  12

pics?

DIRECTIONS: Drive down Crystal 
Mountain Boulevard and take a left 
onto Hwy 410, where you’ll drive 
15 miles to Sunrise, Mount Rainier’s 
highest visitor center. The road is 
usually open June through mid-
September, and this less traveled path 
to Mount Rainier National Park offers 
breath-taking views of the mountain 
in a more rustic environment.   

https://visitrainier.com/?s=sunrise
https://visitrainier.com/sourdough-ridge-trail/
https://visitrainier.com/stargazing/
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Day Four:
Enjoy breakfast at your lodging establishment 
and take your incredibly romantic “mountain” 
memories home with you.


